IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of the claims replaces all prior versions and listings of the claims in 
the application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A process for the preparation of a silica sol[[,]] 
wh e r ei n comprising reacting a fresh sol is r e act e d with guanidine carbonate. 

2. (Currently Amended) The process as c lai m e d i n of claim 1 , wherein the 
reaction with guanidine carbonate is carr ie d out conducted in the presence of a 
base. 

3. (Currently Amended) The process as c l aim e d i n of claim 2, wherein the 
base is selected from the group consisting of sodium water glass, potassium water 
glass, potassium hydroxide^ and/of sodium hydroxide and combinations thereof . 

4. (Currently Amended) The process as i n a ny of c l a i ms 1 to 3 of claim 2 , 
wherein the reaction is carried out at a reaction temperature and at a pH of from 8 to 
12, the pH being measured at the reaction temperature. 

5. (Currently Amended) The process as c l a i med i n any of c l a i ms 1 to ^ of 
claim 1 , wherein th e preparat i on of th e s ili ca so l i s e ff e ct e d said process is 
conducted continuously. 

6. (Currently Amended) The process a s c lai m e d i n a ny of cla i ms 1 to 5 of 
claim 2 , wherein the fresh sol and an aqueous solution of guanidine carbonate are 
fed continuously into a reactor, said reaction being conducted at. 

a pH of from 8 to 12_, and 

a reaction temperature of from 25°C to 100''C^ b ei ng e stab li sh e d a nd 
further wherein the an average residence time b ei ng is selected chos e n so such that 
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the silica sol prepared has a BET surface area of > 100 m^/g. 



7. (Currently Amended) The process as cla i med i n of claim 6, wherein ttw 
r e action i s carried out at a said reaction temperature of is from 80 to 1 00°C. 

8. (Currently Amended) The process as c l a i m e d in ei th e r of claim[[s]] 6 and 
7, wherein an additional base is added into the reactor. 

9. (Currently Amended) The process as c la im e d i n any of claim[[s]] 6 to-S, 
wherein the reactor is a multistage reactor cascade having a first reactor , th e st a rting 
mat e ria l pr e f e r a b l y said fresh sol and an aqueous solution of guanidine carbonate 
being fed to the first reactor. 

10. (Currently Amended) The process as cla i m e d i n of claim 9, wherein the 
pH, measured at the reaction temperature, is from 8 to 12 in all reactors of the 
multistage reactor cascade, and the reaction temperature in the first reactor is kept 
at from 25°C to 1 00°C^ and the reaction temperature that in tt=^e each further 
reactor[[s]] is kept at from 60°C to 100°C. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The process as cla i m e d i n any of claim[[s]] 1 tG-4, 
wherein the reaction is e ff e ct e d conducted batchwise, the guanidine carbonate 
being in the form of an agueous solution of guanidine carbonate, at l e a st said 
process comprising, 

introducing initially a part of the fresh sol and the aqueous solution of 
guanidine carbonate b e ing i n i t i a ll y i ntroduced into a reactor , resulting in the 
formation of a remainder comprising said fresh sol and said agueous solution of 
guanidine carbonate, said remainder not being initially introduced into said reactor, 
and the 

metering subseguently said remainder of th e fr e sh sol and of th e aqu e ous 
so l ution of guan i din e carbonat e b ei ng m e t e r e d into the r e action mixtur e reactor , and 
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the holding said reactor at a temperature b e ing estab li sh e d so such that an 
amount of solvent which corresponds to the amount of m e t e r e d said remainder of 
th e fr e sh sol and of the aqu e ous solut i on of guanidin e oarbonat o evaporates from 
said reactor, thereby concentrating said silica sol . 

12. (Currently Amended) The process as c lai med i n any of claim[[s]] 1 to 11 , 
wher e in conc e ntrat i on further comprising concentrating said silica sol by a method 
selected from the group consisting of evaporation of the solvent or and by 
ultrafiltration , wherein the concentration step is e ff e ct e d conducted during or after 
the reaction of fresh sol with guanidine carbonate. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The silica sol[[,]] obtainab le prepared by [[a]] 
the process as cl a im e d i n any of claim[[s]] 1 to 12 . 

14. (Currently Amended) A silica sol having a BET surface area of from 100 
to 1200 m^/g, wh i ch cont ai ns wherein said silica sol comprises from 0.05 to 1 5% by 
weight of guanidinium ions, based on the total weight of the silica sol. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as claim e d in of claim 1 3 or 1^ , which 
has wherein said silica sol has a BET surface area of from 300 to 1200 m^/g. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as cla i m e d i n any of claim[[s]] 13 to 
4& M. wh i ch wherein said silica sol has a pH of from 2 to 1 2. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as c l aim e d in a ny of claim[[s]] 13 to 
46 14, which wherein said silica sol is not stabilized with aluminum and contains no 
is free of amine. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as c l a i m e d i n any of claim[[s]] 13 to 
47 14, wh i ch wherein said silica sol has a molar SiOg/N ratio of from 2 to 20. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as cla i m e d i n any of claim[[s]] 13 to 

48 14, wh i ch wherein said silica sol has a zeta potential of from -20 to -80 mV. 

20. (Currently Amended) The silica sol as cla i m e d in any of claim[[s]] 13 to 

49 14, wh i ch wherein said silica sol has an I R b a nd pos i t i on of th e Si-O stretching 
vibration IR band position at a wave number of from 1113 cm'^ to 1080 cm \ 

21. (Currently Amended) Th e us e of A paper retention aid comprising the 
silica sol as claim e d in any of claim[[s]] 1 3 to 20 i n p a p e r r e t e nt i on 14 . 
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